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say that it is right to cultivate public spirit, a
quick sense of sympathy, and all that belongs
to a social disposition.

Two other words are used in this connection
which it seems necessary to mention. When
we regard an action as right or wrong for our-
selves, this feeling about the action impels us
to do it or not to do it, as the case may be.
We may say that the moral sense acts in this
case as a motive ; meaning by moral sense
only the feeling in regard to an action which
is considered as right or wrong, and by motive
something which impels us to act Of course
there may be other motives at work at the
same time, and it does not at all follow that
we shall do the right action or abstain from
the wrong one, This we all know to our cost
But still our feeling about the Tightness or
wrongness of an action does operate as a motive
when we think of the action as being done by
us ; and when so operating it is called conscience,
I have nothing to do at present with the
questions about conscience, whether it Is a
result of education, whether it can be explained
by self-love, and so forth ; I am only concerned
in describing well-known facts, and in getting
as clear as I can about the meaning of well-
known words. Conscience, then, is the whole
aggregate of our feelings about actions as being
right or wrong, regarded as tending to make us